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Qualifying Exam Structure

A. Students must take qualifying exams in two of the three core areas:
1. Justice and Law
2. Justice Organizatio ns, Administr ation and Leadership
3. Crime and Crime Policy

B. Exam periods
1. Qualifying exams will be offered twice a year, once in late January, once in late
August.  
2. The first qualifying exam will be offered January, 2007.

C. Eligibil ity
1. Students will be eligible to take a qualifying exam  once they have completed
the following cou rse work:

  a. Three of the four required methods/stats series with the exception of
the stats elective
  b. All required (4) core courses
  c. All required course credit withi n the qualifyi ng exam area

2. Students must file a notice of intent with the JLCP advisor to sit for the exam
eight weeks prior to the exam date.  This does not obligate students to take the
exam, but they may not take the exam unless the intent has been filed. 

D. The written exam
1. Students will be allowed to take a single qualifying exam at each sitting
2. All three qualifying exams will be offered at each sitting
3. Students will be required to take exams under controlled settings

a. Exams will be typed on computers disconnected from servers and ports
b. A faculty member will proctor the exam
c. The exam will take place in a campus computing l ab or other facility
deemed appropriate by the Graduate Coordinator

4. The format of the qualifying exams will be standard ized
a. Each exam period will last 8 hours
b. Students in each area will be provided with a list of eight (8) questions
from which they must choose four (4) to answer.  In some instances,
faculty may designate one or more questions as mandatory.



c. There will be designated sub-areas within the exam, the number of
which will  depend upon the examination area

5. Sanctioned materials
a. Students will be permitted to bring  to the exam a bibliographic list of
references of his or her choosing.  
b. The reference list may contain only standard citation information such
as the author, year, title, and publication mechanism.  
c. Reference lists must be submitted to the exam procto r 72 hours in
advance of the exam to confirm t hat the list  contains only bibliogr aphic
information.  
d. The proctor will print the reference list(s) and provide it to the
student(s) at the time of the exam.  Students will not be permitted to bring
any other materials to the exam.

E. Grading of the written exam:  Answers will be evaluated in terms of accuracy,
breadth, critical evaluation, synthesis, reconciliation of conflic ting information, and the
ability to merge mu ltiple disci plines.  To pass, students must demonstrate that they are
independent-thinking scholars.

1. Each exam will be graded by the JLCP faculty members forming the exam core
area committee
2. A minimum of two JLCP faculty members in each core area must grade each
exam.
3. Where appropriate, non-JLCP faculty may be appointed as readers.
4. Each reader will assign one of the following grades to each exam:

Distinguis hed (all four answers are superior)
High Pass (three answers are superior, one is a pass)
Pass (three of the four answers are satisfactory)
Fail (two or more answers are not satisfactory)

5. To pass the written portion of the qualifying exam, 70 percent or more of all
readers must assign a passing grade.

a. 2 readers scenario: Two readers must pass exam
b. 3 readers scenario: Three must pass exam
c. 4 readers scenario: Three must pass exam
c. 5 readers scenario: Four must pass exam

6. To receive a  �Pass with Distinction, � 70 percent or more of all readers must
assign a  �distinguished � pass (as per above).  To receive a  �High Pass, � 70
percent or more all readers must assign a grade of  �high pass. �
7. Students failing to meet the 70 percent pass criterion will have an additional
reader assigned if and only if the student meets the following criterion:

a. 2 readers scenario: One original reader must pass exam



b. 3 readers scenario: Two original readers must pass exam
c. 4 readers scenario: Two original readers must pass exam
c. 5 readers scenario: Three original readers must pass exam

To pass the written portion of the qualifying exam, the additional reader must judge the
exam as a pass. 
8. Exams will be graded and students informed of thei r results withi n two weeks
after sitting for the exam.
9. Graded exams will not be returned to students.

F. The oral exam
1. Any student receiving one grade of  �fail � f rom any reader on the wri tten
portion of the exam, but passing the overall written exam, wi ll be required to
complete an oral exam in order to receive a passing grade for the core area.
2. Oral exams must be completed withi n two weeks of the grading of the written
exam.
3. A minimum of two members of the area committee will grade the oral exams.
4. The 70 percent criterion applies to the oral exam area specified above in E.5. 
There will be no opportunity for an addi tional grader for the oral  exam, or a
retaking of the oral exam.
5. Students required to take the oral portion of th e exam must therefore have
passed the written ex am and met the 70 percent criterio n for the oral exam in
order to pass the qualifying exam.

G. Students will receive only a single opportunity to repeat a failed qualifying exam
across the two exam areas.  A student receiving a cumulative of two failed qualifying
exams within or across the two core exam areas will be automatically dis missed from
the program.  

H. Qualifying e xam area committees
1. Full-time JLCP faculty subject area experts will form each of the qualifying
exam area committees
2. All questions for the qualifyi ng exam will be developed by committee

I. Faculty aid in preparation for the qualifying exam
1. Core courses and electives within core area
2. Practice exams
3. Brown-bag seminars to review practice answers
4. A list of found ation readings and/or criteria for dec iding upon readi ng lists for
a given exam area
5. Overview of what you r answers should contain for each exam area



6. Feedback in terms of whether course work and independent study has
provided an adequate foundation for preparing the student for the exam.

J. Exceptions to any aspect of the above provisions may be requested.  Students seeking
exceptions must file a formal, written request to both their academic advisor and the
Graduate Program Coordinator at least 12 weeks prior to the exam date. 

K. Students must be in good standing at the time of the exam, complying with all
George Mason University guidelines (e.g., meeting requirements for minimum GPAs,
time-in-program, active enrollment, etc.)

 


